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Walleye regulations proposed for Leech Lake
The Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) is proposing to implement experimental regulations for walleye on Leech Lake.
The experimental regulations are
being proposed to protect brood stock
in the lake, which DNR biologists are
concerned about due to weak year
classes since 1997. If implemented,
the regulations would go into effect
beginning in May 2005 for a period
of eight years, and would be evaluated following angler surveys and
annual population monitoring.
The proposed regulations would
limit total possession of walleye to
four fish, only one of which could
exceed 28 inches. It would also
require anglers to return all walleye
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May 28-June 4
#1, 8, 13
June 4-11 #1, 2, 3, 8, 12, 13
July 16-23
#1
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#2, 4, 5, 8,
11, 13
Sept. 24-Oct. 1
#2, 3, 7,
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If you would like a week that
is not available, the best time
to call is from January 16,
after deposits are due, until
around mid-February or
March, in case we get some
cancellations. We can also
add your name to our waiting
list for a particular week.

in a protective slot of 18 inches to 28
inches to the water.
"We considered several other
regulations in our modeling, but
deemed them either too restrictive for
anglers or not restrictive enough to
protect the brood stock," said Harlan
Fierstine, DNR area fisheries supervisor in Walker. "Our main concern is
to protect those medium- and largersized fish until we can get some
decent year classes in the lake over
the next few years."
Stronger year classes are the
basis for improving the walleye population in Leech Lake, according to
Fierstine. Among the necessary conditions for development of a strong
year class are positive spawning conditions, a relatively mild spring, a
good forage base, and low predation,
which on Leech Lake comes from
both larger fish and a growing cormorant colony.
The proposed regulations are

one strategy in a four-part plan that
the DNR is employing to improve the
Leech Lake walleye fishery in coming years. The DNR is working with
the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Wildlife Services program to initiate
stepped-up control measures for the
cormorant colony. DNR staff is also
internally reviewing different options
for stocking the lake with marked fry
and developing short- and long-term
fish habitat goals with the Leech
Lake Association, local units of government and others.
"We are addressing the fishery
concerns we have for Leech Lake
from several angles," said Henry
Drewes, northwest regional fisheries
manager. "The enthusiasm and cooperation we're seeing from concerned
citizens and anglers, the tribe, local
businesses and natural resource professionals from around the region

have been outstanding."
The DNR is encouraging public
input on the proposed regulations
during two public venues. The first of
those venues will take place at the
Walker/Hackensack/Akeley High
School Commons on Thurs., Dec. 16.
For those unable to attend the
meeting in Walker, DNR staff will be
available to take comments and
answer questions on the proposed
regulation at the DNR central office,
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 16.
Public comments on the proposal will be accepted until 4:30 p.m. on
Dec. 27 and can be submitted to
Harlan Fierstine: DNR Area Fisheries
Supervisor, 07316 State Highway
371 NW, Walker, MN 56484; or by
calling (218) 547-1683 or e-mailing
Harlan.Fierstine@dnr.state.mn.us.
For updated information on the
proposal visit www.dnr.state.mn.us
and do a search on Leech Lake.

How do you get those docks out?
We think we’ve got it down
(okay, just about). Everyone who
owns a dock probably has a slightly
different approach depending on the
size, weight, shoreline obstacles and
elevation, depth of water, equipment, and number of family participants.
Here at Woodland we have the
roll-in docks and the recently
acquired sectional docks.
Back in the olden days Mike’s
dad, Ervin, and the boys used to put
out a big wooden dock each year.
Each pole had to be pounded in and
then some kind of assembly after
that. You can imagine the time and
energy it took.
Then the roll-in steel docks
came along. Woo hoo! Piece of
cake! Just get the tractor and chain
them up and roll them into the lake
in the spring and back out in the fall.
Not really that easy. Each dock

has a “spot”. No… 2 spots. The
“spot in the lake” and the “spot that
it will fit through to get it out of the
lake”. There’s no going to the left
of either spot and no going to the
right.
The docks by cabin #1, #5 & #6
have the bigger elevation to deal
with, fun stuff when the tractor
doesn’t really have brakes. After the
dock gets going a little (they’re usually a little stuck in the “spot”), then
the guy driving tells the gal with the
big log or rock in hand when to
throw it under the tire so as not to
roll the tractor/dock combo back
down into the lake.
Aside from the brakes issue, we
used to have to lift up on the dock
when the wheels came up to a big
rock, so as not to bend the framing until we got “smart” a few years ago
and made a big ramp for each tire.
Only the ramps are very awkward

and heavy to position and sometimes they have a mind of their own.
About every 7 years or so, the ramps
may need to be replaced depending
on the quality of the driving.
The docks by the beach have
less obstacles and less elevation to
worry about - yet there’s the muck.
In the spring it just gets rolled
into the muck and you hope you hit
the right “spot” or it’s crooked and
therefore needs to be pulled back out
and driven in again.
The real headache docks are the
sectionals. They were great to have
this year for all our overflow boat
parking from the harbor being full.
Plus the resort boats all had a spot so
they all didn’t have to be pulled up
on shore. So, because it’s so great,
we decided we’d better learn the
best way to get these things in and
out each year.
(Docks… to back page)

Jessica
1

Jessica is 3 ⁄2 and enjoying every minute of it. Lately
she’s been saying, “I can do
any I want to.” Well no, not
really, but she tries. She
started
preschool
in
September. The third day the
teacher informed us she
refused to walk. They even
pulled Cara out of class to try
to coax her. Luckily, she’s
improved her preschooler Jessica tries to do just the right hand sigskills dramatically.
nals to the story during her Christmas
At home, she enjoys program.
making pancakes and toast
out of playdough. She loves to draw pictures. Of course they are mostly of
people with arms and legs coming out of their head and, “it’s you, Mom!”
She can make the letter J and says, “It’s my name!” She also loves to pretend she’s a kitty, puppy, baby or a princess.
Her cousin, Ethan, turned 5 in November and she’s pretty sure he’s “my
cousin” and nobody else’s (including Cara).
Her pronunciation is coming along - when Cara was this age, she had
trouble with the “J” and “ch” sounds. Jessica doesn’t use the “s” sound. Boy,
is there a lot of words in the English language that need that “s”. When she
wants to make a word plural she adds a “did” on the end of it… kittendid,
balldid, bootdid, etc. And “I need this for my yidter.” The other day she
offered to put her picture on the woodidator for me.

Cara
Cara is quite proud to be 7
years old… and she’s so close
to 8 now, and then “Mom,
how old do you have to be to
drive again?” “and how old to
get into that casino place we
always drive by?”
She started taking piano
lessons in September. Boy, do
piano teachers have a lot of
patience! She played 4 songs
at her first “recital” at May
“7 socks” are so cool when you’re seven! Creek Lodge in Walker and
(Below) Cara with her friends at her did a great job.
Cara is in 1st grade this
birthday party. Everyone shows off their
year and has been practicing
pumpkins they decorated.
for her school musical next
week. She came home the
other day and yelled, “I GOT
ANOTHER PART!!” She’s
definitely not shy and loves to
sing the songs she learns.
At home, Cara loves to
play dress up and be the organizer of the whole thing. She
tells Jessica what to wear,
what her part is in the production, and when to say it. And
Jessica loves it. They also have pretend school sessions where Cara is the
teacher and Jessica has so many assignments and homework.
Cara has been helping out Dad in the basement this fall & winter, getting
her new room ready. It’s taking a long time and a lot of work, but hopefully
it will be done before Christmas!

Docks continued. . .

The first method was to try
using one of the 16’ resort boats. We
would carry the section half way out
on the roll-in dock with poles
attached and set it down. Then one
person rows the boat out and pulls
up to the dock. Then the person in
the boat grabs an end and sets it on
the edge of the side of the boat
(there’s about one and a half inches
because the poles hit the side of the
outside of the boat) and then places a
screwdriver through a slot in the
wood so as to “hook” the dock to the
boat. The other guy picks up his end
and with it has to steer the boat into
position to attach the dock. Then the
one in the boat has to take a wrench
and loosen the poles to let them
down to the appropriate depth, while
making sure not to drop the dock off
the side of the boat (because someone would have to get in the lake to
pick it back up). This first method
works, but is not recommended.
The second method involved a
2x4 thing made to fit on the back end
of the boat. Didn’t really work.
The third method uses the contraption known as the cherry picker
or engine hoist or that big blue heavy
jack thing on wheels.
Spring of ‘04 was the first trial.
Mike and Jim customized it by making a 10 foot extension bar that fits
into the slot that goes up and down.
This, by itself, is very heavy too,
held in position by sliding a screwdriver through the holes.
We got it set up on the end of
the roll-in dock. It takes 2 people to
roll it to the other end, making sure
not to steer off the edge. A pole
across the end of the dock keeps it
from rolling off the end. Then, a
rope gets wrapped around the far end

of the section. One person picks up
the other end of the dock and walks
out with it and hooks it into position,
while the sand-bagger person (mainly there to hold things down) steers
the hoist down to the end of the dock
and lowers the extension bar when
needed. The third person is in the
boat ready to lower the poles.
The fourth method involved
putting on wetsuits and just getting
in and getting it done. Great idea.
Once you get used to the freezing
water and get out there to the dock
you want to try to remove, you realize there’s 3 feet of muck you’re
standing on - that the poles are stuck
in - and any amount of pushing,
pulling and prying (even as a team)
is only going to drive you further
into the muck.
Back to the third method. Only
let’s get the pontoon involved. Once
set up with life jackets and boards
propped here and there to keep from
rolling through the walls of the pontoon - this is the preferred method.
Good boat driver required. Sandbagger stays on the hoist, dock guy
unhooks each dock, once the dock is
jacked out of the muck, driver guy
jumps to the dock and pushes the
pontoon to shore. Last step, unhook
the hoist rope, stack the dock on
shore and don’t let the muck from
the pole get you in the head.
If you try this at home, make
sure you don’t turn the corner too
sharply while pushing the pontoon might wind up tipping over the
whole contraption and sandbaggerperson. And the screwdriver will
end up in the bottom of the lake.
Aside from method #4, no one
has fallen in the lake… yet. Lookin’
forward to spring!

Wishing all our family
and friends a Merry
Christmas as we
celebrate the birth
of our savior!
Mike, Kelly, Cara & Jessica
For openings, pictures, rates and other info
check our website at:

www.woodlandresort.net
Our e-mail address is: wdland@arvig.net

